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Amendment(s) to the Claims 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the present application: 
Listing of Claims : 
Claims 1-22 (canceled). 

Claim 23 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covering hav i ng an opon e nd for i ntroduct i on of sa i d 
stump and a closod ond opposite ca i d opon ond, said cov e ring comprising fiber- 
on ond fabric , said covoring b e ing coated on only the inside thereof with aft 
airt i ght at least one polymeric material ; whoroin said covoring is conf i gur e d to 
form a substant i al l y capable of forming an air-tight seal on th e with a limb of a 
wearer when said covering is donned , said covering configured to have an open 
end for introduction of said stump and a closed end opposite said open end . 
Claim 24 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covering having an opon ond for i ntroduction of sa i d 
stump and a clos e d e nd oppos i t e sa i d op e n e nd, said cov e ring comprising 
fabric[,] coated on the inside thereof with at least one polymeric material 
capable of forming an air-tight seal with a limb of a wearer when said covering is 
donned , and docking means for attachment of an external device to the said 
covering, said covering b ei ng coat e d on th e i ns i d e th e r e of w i th said polym e r i c 
mat e r i a l ; wh e r e in said cov e r i ng i s conf i gur e d to form a substant i a ll y air - tight s e a l 
on tho l imb of a woaror wh e n donnod configured to have an open end for 
introduction of said stump and a closed end opposite said open end . 
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Claim 25 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covering hav i ng an op e n ond for i ntroduction of said 
stump and a c l osod ond oppoc i to said opon e nd, s aid cov e ring comprising 
fabric, a polymeric material capable of forming an air-tight seal with a limb of a 
wearer when said covering is donned , and locking means for attaching pads, 
wherein said cov e r i ng fabric is coated on the inside thereof with said polymeric 
material; and wherein said covering is configured to form a substant i ally air tight 
soa l on tho limb of a woaror whon donnod to have an open end for 
introduction of said stump and a closed end opposite said open end . 
Claims 26-33 (canceled). 

Claim 34 (previously presented): The A tube-shaped covering of according to 
claim 24 a wherein said external device is a prosthetic device. 
Claim 35 (currently amended): The A tube-shaped covering ef according to claim 
24 x wherein the said docking means, comprises one or more of: 

a pin, cable, strap, hook and loop type fastener, snap, or buckle. 
Claim 36 (currently amended): The A tube-shaped covering ef according to 
claim 24 ± wherein the said docking means is incorporated by attachment of an 
adapter to the outside of the said covering. 

Claim 37 (currently amended): Th e sock A tube -shaped covering ef according 
to claim 23 x wherein said f i b e r - on -e nd fabric comprises stretchable non-wovens. 
Claim 38 (currently amended): The A tube-shaped covering for enc l os i ng an 
amputat i on stump according to claim 24, wherein said covering b ei ng is 
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seamlessly coated directly on the inside thereof with a said at least one polymeric 
material. 

Claim 39 (currently amended): The A tube-shaped covering for enclos i ng an 
amputat i on stump according to claim 24, wherein said polymeric material has a 
thickness profile suck that tho polymor i c cushion i ng matorial is thicker at a said 
closed end of the said covering than at aft said open end. 
Claim 40 (currently amended): The A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputat i on stump according to claim 24, wherein said covering is coated on the 
inside thereof with an uneven distribution of polymeric material , said unovon 
d i str i bution compr i s i ng that results in a thinner posterior middle and upper 
portion , and a thicker distal anterior medial and anterior lateral portion . 
Claim 41 (currently amended): The A tube-shaped covering for onc l os i ng an 
amputat i on stump according to claim 24, wherein said polymeric material is 
arranged in a r e c e ss recessed Achilles configuration. 

Claim 42 (currently amended): The A tube-shaped covering for onc l os i ng an 
amputation stump according to claim 24, wherein the said polymeric material is a 
thermoplastic gel composition having a Shore A hardness of between about 1- 
20. 

Claim 43 (canceled). 

Claim 44 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covering having an op e n e nd for introduction of sa i d 
stump and a c l os e d e nd oppos i t e sa i d op e n e nd, 6 a i d cov e r i ng comprising fiber- 
on-end fabric and a polymeric material capable of forming an air-tight seal with 
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the limb of a wearer when said covering is donned , said covering fabric being 
coated directly on the inside thereof with a said polymeric material ; whoro i n said 
cov e r i ng i s conf i gurod to form a substant i a ll y a i r - t i ght sea l on th e li mb of a wear e r 
when donn e d , said covering configured to have an open end for introduction of 
said stump and a closed end opposite said open end . 
Claims 45-46 (canceled). 

Claim 47 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covering hav i ng an opon e nd for introduction of sa i d stump 
and a c l osed ond oppos i te sa i d opon ond, sa i d covoring comprising fiber-on-end 
fabric a&4 coated on the inside thereof with a non-foamed polymeric material 
capable of forming an air-tight seal with the limb of a wearer when said covering 
is donned , said covering b ei ng coatod on th e i ns i d e th e r e of with a nonfoam e d 
po l ymer i c matoria l ; wher ei n sa i d covor i ng i s configured to form a substantial l y 
airtight soal on the l imb of a woarer whon donned have an open end for 
introduction of said stump and a closed end opposite said open end . 
Claim 48 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covering hav i ng an op e n e nd for i ntroduction of said 
stump and a c l osed ond oppos i te sa i d opon e nd, said covor i ng comprising fiber- 
on-end fabric and coated on the inside thereof with a cushioning polymeric 
material capable of forming an air-tight seal with the limb of a wearer when 
said covering is donned , said covering bo i ng coat e d on th e i ns i d e thoroof with a 
cush i oning polymor i c mator i a l ; whoroin sa i d cov e ring i s configured to form a 
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substant i al l y air tight seal on tho limb of a woaror whon donnod have an open 
end for introduction of said stump and a closed end opposite said open end . 
Claim 49 (currently amended): A flexible, tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covering having an opon end for introduct i on of sa i d 
stump and a c l osed ond opposito said opon ond. sa i d cover i ng hav i ng consisting 
essentially of a block copolymer material capable of forming an air tight seal with 
the limb of a wearer when said covering is donned, and including a docking 
means for attachment of an external device to the said covering, and said 
covering compr i sos b l ock copo l ymor; whoro i n said cov e ring i s configured to form 
a substantial l y a i r t i ght soa l on tho li mb of a woaror whon donn e d have an open 
end for introduction of said stump and a closed end opposite said open end . 
Claim 50 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation stump, said covoring having an opon ond for i ntroduction of sa i d 
stump and a closod ond oppos i to said opon ond, said covering comprising fiber- 
on-end fabric and a polymeric material capable of forming an air tight seal with 
the limb of a wearer when said covering is donned , said covering configured to 
have an open end for introduction of said stump and a closed end opposite said 
open end, and being made by a process compr i s i ng including the step(s) of 
coating an inside surface of the said fabr i c fiber -on-end fabric with a melt of said 
polymeric material ; wh e r e in sa i d cov e r i ng i s conf i gur e d to form a substantia ll y 
a i r - t i ght s e a l on th e l imb of a w e ar e r wh e n donn e d . 
Claims 51-53 (canceled). 

Claim 54 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
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wherein said polymeric material comprises a polymer selected from the group 
consisting of a thermoplastic elastomer, a thermoset elastomer, and mixtures 
thereof. 

Claim 55 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises a block copolymer. 
Claim 56 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises a block copolymer and mineral oil. 
Claim 57 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises urethane. 

Claim 58 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises rubber. 

Claim 59 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 

wherein said polymeric material comprises rubber and mineral oil. 

Claim 60 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 

wherein said polymeric material comprises a thermoset elastomer. 

Claim 61 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 

wherein said polymeric material comprises silicone. 

Claim 62 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
wherein said fabric comprises fiber-on-end fabric. 

Claim 63 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
having a length from closed end to open end of from 10-25 inches. 
Claim 64 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 
wherein said polymeric material has a thickness varying from 0.150-0.500 
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inches. 



Claim 65 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 

wherein said polymeric material compr i s es includes a biocide. 

Claim 66 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 

wherein said polymeric material compris es includes a vitamin. 

Claim 67 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering ef according to claim 25 A 

wherein the said docking means comprises one or more of: 

a pin, cable, strap, hook, snap, or buckle. 
Claim 68 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for onolos i ng an 
amputat i on stump according to claim 25, wherein said covering bem§ js 
seamlessly coated directly on the inside thereof with a said polymeric material. 
Claim 69 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for onclos i ng an 
amputation stump according to claim 25, wherein said polymeric material has a 
thickness profile seek that th e po l ymor i c cush i on i ng mater i a l is thicker at a said 
closed end of the covering than at aft said open end. 

Claim 70 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for onclosing an 
amputat i on stump according to claim 25, wherein said cov e r i ng fabric is coated 
on the inside thereof with an uneven distribution of polymeric material , sa i d 
un e v e n d i str i but i on compr i s i ng that results in a thinner posterior middle and 
upper portion , and a thicker distal anterior medial and anterior lateral portion . 
Claim 71 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for onc l os i ng an 
amputation stump according to claim 25, wherein said polymeric cushioning 
material is arranged in a r e c e ss recessed Achilles configuration. 
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Claim 72 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises a polymer selected from the group 
consisting of a thermoplastic elastomer, a thermoset elastomer, and mixtures 
thereof. 

Claim 73 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises a block copolymer. 
Claim 74 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises a block copolymer and mineral oil. 
Claim 75 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises urethane. 

Claim 76 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
wherein said polymeric material comprises rubber. 

Claim 77 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 

wherein said polymeric material comprises rubber and mineral oil. 

Claim 78 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 

wherein said polymeric material comprises a thermoset elastomer. 

Claim 79 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 

wherein said polymeric material comprises silicone. 

Claim 80 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
wherein said fabric comprises fiber-on-end fabric. 

Claim 81 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 

having a length from closed end to open end of from 10-25 inches. 

Claim 82 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
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wherein said polymeric material has a thickness varying from 0.150-0.500 inches. 

Claim 83 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 

wherein said polymeric material compris e s includes a biocide. 

Claim 84 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 

wherein said polymeric material compr i s e s includes a vitamin. 

Claim 85 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering of according to claim 49 x 

wherein toe said docking means comprises one or more of: 

a pin, cable, strap, hook, snap, or buckle. 
Claim 86 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for onc l os i ng an 
amputat i on stump according to claim 49, wherein said covering bo i ng 
seaml e ssly coat e d d i rect l y on th e i nsid e th e reof w i th a has a seamless 
polymeric material interior . 

Claim 87 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for onclos i ng an 
amputation stump according to claim 49, wherein said covering has a thickness 
profile sueb that tho cov e ring is thicker at a closed end of tho covor i ng thereof 
than at an open end. 

Claim 88 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for onclosing an 
amputation stump according to claim 49, wherein said covering has an uneven 
distribution of polymeric material , sa i d unovon distribut i on compris i ng that 
results in a thinner posterior middle and upper portion , and a thicker distal 
anterior medial and anterior lateral portion . 
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Claim 89 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering for enclosing an 
amputation ctump according to claim 49, wherein said covering is arranged in a 
rocoss recessed Achilles configuration. 

Claim 90 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, 

wherein said covering further compr i s e s includes mineral oil. 

Claim 91 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, 

having a length from closed end to open end of from 10-25 inches. 

Claim 92 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, 

wherein said covering has a thickness varying from 0.150-0.500 inches. 

Claim 93 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, 

wherein said covering compr i s e s further includes a biocide. 

Claim 94 (currently amended): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, 

wherein said covering compr i s e s further includes a vitamin. 

Claim 95 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, 

wherein said fabric comprises a stretchable nonwoven. 

Claim 96 (previously presented): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, 
wherein said fabric comprises a stretchable nonwoven. 

Claim 97 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
covering is seamlessly coated directly on the inside thereof with said polymeric 
material. 

Claim 98 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material is thicker at said closed end of said covering than at said 
open end. 
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Claim 99 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
fabric is coated on the inside thereof with an uneven distribution of polymeric 
material that results in a thinner posterior middle and upper portion, and a thicker 
distal anterior medial and anterior lateral portion. 

Claim 100 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 

polymeric material is arranged in a recessed Achilles configuration. 

Claim 101 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 

polymeric material comprises a polymer selected from the group consisting of a 

thermoplastic elastomer, a thermoset elastomer, and mixtures thereof. 

Claim 102 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 

polymeric material comprises a block copolymer. 

Claim 103 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material comprises a block copolymer and mineral oil. 
Claim 104 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material comprises urethane. 

Claim 105 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material comprises rubber. 

Claim 106 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material comprises rubber and mineral oil. 

Claim 107 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material comprises a thermoset elastomer. 

Claim 108 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material comprises silicone. 



L 
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Claim 109 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material comprises a thermoplastic gel composition having a Shore A 
hardness of between about 1-20. 

Claim 110 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material is a thermoplastic gel composition having a Shore 00 
hardness of between about 1-100. 

Claim 111 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
fabric comprises fiber-on-end fabric. 

Claim 112 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
covering has a length from closed end to open end of from about 10-25 inches. 
Claim 113 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material is of a thickness that varies from about 0.1 50-0.500 inches. 
Claim 114 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material includes a biocide. 

Claim 115 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 23, wherein said 
polymeric material includes a vitamin. 

Claim 116 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 24, wherein said 
polymeric material is a thermoplastic gel composition having a Shore 00 
hardness of between about 1-100. 

Claim 117 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, wherein said 
polymeric material is a thermoplastic gel composition having a Shore A hardness 
of between about 1-20. 
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Claim 118 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 25, wherein said 
polymeric material is a thermoplastic gel composition having a Shore 00 
hardness of between about 1-100. 

Claim 119 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, wherein said 
block copolymer material has a Shore A hardness of between about 1-20. 
Claim 120 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, wherein said 
block copolymer material has a Shore 00 hardness of between about 1-100. 
Claim 121 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 49, further 
comprising a fabric outer surface. 

Claim 122 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 121, wherein said 
fabric is a fiber-on-end fabric. 

Claim 123 (new): A tube-shaped covering according to claim 121, wherein said 
fabric comprises a stretchable nonwoven. 
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